
THE ADOPTION 
PROCESS

ONCE YOU HAVE FOUND THE PERFECT 
HOME FOR YOUR PET, THE ADOPTION 
PROCESS CAN BEGIN
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Arrange a time and public place for you and the adopter to meet 
up. A well known spot and area is recommended for your safety. To 
help your pet transition into their new home, it is important to 
provide their favorite toys, bedding, carrier, kennel, litter box, and/or 
other familiar items. It is also nice to give the adopter any remaining 
pet food you have so they know what diet your pet is eating so they 
can either continue to provide the same food or successfully 
transition the pet onto a new diet.

 It is important to provide the new owner with copies of any and all 
veterinary records you have. To make the transfer super easy, you 
should offer to contact your veterinarian to send the pet’s records 
directly to the new owner’s preferred veterinary clinic. You may 
need to provide this request in writing to your veterinarian. Be sure 
to alert your clinic of the new ownership in the process.

It is incredibly important that you create a written document and 
record the transfer of ownership to the adopter. The document 
should be signed by both you and the adopter and as the previous 
owner, you should retain a copy for your own personal records. A 
Transfer of Ownership Agreement is available for your use on our 
website, and is also available for you to download on page 10 of this 
Playbook.
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 If the pet is microchipped, it is important to update the information 
registered to the microchip. You can do this by contacting the 
database where the microchip is registered (such as Found Animals, 
Home Again, 24PetWatch) and notifying them of the change of 
ownership and the new owner’s contact information. Be sure to 
provide the new owner with the pet’s microchip information and 
remind them to keep their own contact information up-to-date on 
the registry. Microchips can be registered for free with Found 
Animals using their website at 
https://www.foundanimals.org/microchip-registry/

 If you adopted the pet from a local rescue or shelter, be sure to 
contact them and let them know that you have rehomed the animal 
and give them the new owner’s information so they can update 
their ownership records.

NOTIFY (AS APPLICABLE)

UPDATE THE MICROCHIP


