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SCREENING ADCPTERS

Review every application your four-legged friend receives carefully. If you
like what you see on paper, the next step is to contact the potential
adopter; it's important that both parties have ample time to ask questions
before you even set up a meet-and-greet.

Here are a few examples of questions that can help you to decide if this
new home will be the right fit for your animal:

e Why do you want to adopt a dog?

e Can you tell me more about the kind of dog you're looking for?

e Ask for details on any pets already living in the home (information like
breed, age, sex, temperament, and health status will play a big role in
the decision-making process). Clarify that all current pets are spayed
or neutered and up-to-date on required vaccines.

e |f the adopter has other pets, ask for the name and contact info for
their current vet. If they’ve had other pets in the past, request the
same information for the vet they used at the time.

 How will you handle any unwanted behaviors or training needs?

e Where will this pet be primarily kept? Will this pet be inside only?

e On average, how many hours a day will your new dog spend alone?

e |f you rent, does your lease have any type of pet restriction(s)? Have
you spoken to your landlord about this type and breed of pet?

e |s anyone in your household (or who visits frequently) allergic to pets?

Bonus: Ask to FaceTime! Video calls are a safe way for an applicant to
show you their home, other pets, yard, and fence.
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SCREENING ADCPTERS

CHECK SOME REFERENCES

References are important in ensuring that a potential adopter has nothing
but the best interests in mind. The most common (and helpful!) type of
reference is from the vet. After getting permission from the adopter,
contact the current vet's office to verify that all pets are up-to-date on
vetting. It is appropriate to ask if they would recommend this person as a
responsible pet owner. A good vet reference is a great sign that you may
have found a trustworthy adopter, but a bad vet reference should be an
immediate red flag.

You can also ask for references from a friend or neighbor if you're still
unsure and need a little extra help making an informed decision.

TAKE YQUR TIME

Rehoming your pet is a big decision and a difficult one at that. It's
important that you take all the time you need to review applications and
interview potential adopters. This is why we recommend starting the
rehoming process as early as possible. Don’t wait until the last minute
when you are more likely to feel pressured into making a quick decision
or a decision that you're not completely comfortable with.

TRUST YQUR GUT

When it comes time for the final decision, always trust your gut. It may
sound cliché, but you'll know when you’ve found the right match for your
pet. And if something doesn’t feel right, move on. Your judgment is your
best guide; chances are that whatever your gut is telling you, it’s right.
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